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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  MACHYNLLETH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

Once  again  it  is  my  duty  to  report  to  you  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  in  your  area  for  the  year  1959.  It  is  arranged  in 
accordance  with  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  1/60  (Wales). 

Staff 

There  were  no  staff  changes  in  1959  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Vital  Statistics 

In  the  1951  census  the  population  of  Machynlleth  was  1,875*  The 
Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  the  following  years  was  - 

1952  - 1,845 

1953  - 1.871 

1954  - i;860 

1955  - 1,840 

1958  - 1,850 

1957  - 1,850 

1958  - 1,810 

1959  - 1,840 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  in  1959  was  12*50  compared 
with  17.13  in  1958.  The  rate  for  the  Urban  districts  in  the  County 
was  15.21,  for  the  Rural  districts  15.86  and  for  the  whole  County 
15.60  and  for  England  and  Wales  16® 5- 

There  were  no  still  births  in  1959  nor  in  1958. 

The  rate  for  the  Urban  districts  of  the  County  was  2.6%  of  live 
births,  in  the  Rural  areas  3*0%  and  in  the  whole  County  2.9%.  In 
England  and  Wales  it  was  2.07. 

There  was  one  illegitimate  birth  in  1959  giving  a rate  of  4.3% 
total  births,  compared  with  none  in  1958.  In  the  Urban  districts  this 
rate  was  5*0%,  in  the  Rural  districts  5*2%,  in  the  County  5.1%. 

Infant  Mortality 

No  death  occurred  in  an  infant  under  one  year  in  1959.  In  1958 
the  infant  mortality  rate  was  32  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  rate  for  the  Urban  districts  in  1959  was  11  per  1,000  live 
births,  in  the  Rural  areas  21  and  in  the  County  17*  In  England  and 
Wales  22. 
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Deaths 


There  were  29  deaths  from  all  causes  giving  a rate  of  15.76  per 
1,000  population  compared  with  15.81  in  1958. 

The  rate  in  the  Urban  areas  was  14.31,  in  the  Rural  areas  12.19, 
in  the  County  13*04  and  in  England  and  Wales  11.6. 

There  was  no  death  from  tuberculosis. 

National  Assistance  Act  1948  - gection  47 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  in  1959. 

Housing 

No  council  houses  were  built  in  1959*  The  Council  have  appointed 
an  Architect  for  the  3rd  stage  (31  houses)  development  at  Tregarth  and 
draft  plans  were  considered  both  for  general  need  and  slum  clearance. 

Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  a site  in  Graigfach  with  a view 
to  building  bungalows  for  edlerly  folk  continued  throughout  the  year. 
It  is  apparently  a lengthy  procedure  to  get  the  owner  to  agree  to  the 
District  Valuer1  s valuation. 

One  slum  property  was  demolished  - this  was  one  of  three  houses 
in  a group,  the  other  two  being  more  less  reconstructed  to  form  one 
modern  house. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  some  30  houses  to  be 
dealt  with  under  slum  clearance.  The  chief  difficulty  in  connection 
with  these  Rouses  is  the  fact  that  elderly  folk  jive  in  them  and  it 
has  proved  extremely  difficult  to  persuade  these  people  to  move. 

Slum  clearance,  up  to  1959,  has  been  done  on  a voluntary  basis,  people 
were  willing  to  move,  but  now  many  complaint  of  the  high  rents  of  new 
council  houses.  Some  of  the  tenants  from  slum  clearance  houses  are 
assisted  by  the  National  Assistance  Board. 

The  Council  has  considered  the  problem  of  differential  rents. 
Housing  Acts  1949/59 

The  Council  have  awarded  50%  of  the  approved  cost  as  regards 
to  improvement  grants,  and  during  the  year  there  were  5 applicants 

a^d  4 were  approved  and  work  commenced.  The  number 
of  houses  involved  in  these  improvements  was  11. 

Five  housing  units  wall  be  available  on  completion  of  these 
improvements  and  conversions. 

The  5th  application  was  not  finally  resolved  in  1959  and  this 
application  involves  2 houses. 
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Housing;  Acts  1949/59  Contd • 

The  original  11  houses  referred  to  were  all  condemned  houses, 
but  by  conversion  and  improvement  the  owners  will  make  available 
5 housing  units  of  satisfactory  standard. 

The  Council  own  161  houses  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
48  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list. 

During  1959  there  were  5 Council  houses  let  to  new  tenants 

The  letting  of  Council  houses  still  presents  a major  problem  to 
the  Council,  and.  it  never  is  able  to  satisfy  all  the  applicants.  It 
is  my  opinion  that  the  Council  is  very  fair  in  its  consideration  of 
the  applications  whenever  a house  becomes  available. 

Water  Supply 

The  standard  of  treated  water  to  the  town  was  always  graded 
satisfactory  with  no  free  chlorine  present. 

1959  was  regarded  as  a dry  year  and  despite  this  no  rationing  of 
water  was  introduced.,  although  in  September  the  position  at  the 
reservoir  was  beginning  to  cause  the  Pubj.io  Health  Inspector  some 
concern.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  1959  produced  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  night  flow  was  the  cause  of  rationing  not  being  introduced. 
This  night  flow  was  down  to  appronxmaf e Ly  _L?GuO  gallons  an  hour  and 
some  4 to  5 years  ago  this  flow  was  13,000  gallons.  The  cause  of  this 
low  night  flow  was  the  extensive  work  of  renewing  communicating  pipes 
and  the  constant  location  of  leakages  in  service  pipes. 

The  rainfall  recorded  in  1959  was  ~ 


January 

Inches 

9.97 

July 

Inches 
' 4*50  ’ 

February 

1 .77 

August 

4.07 

March 

4.46 

September 

1.30 

April 

4,98 

October 

6.87 

May 

2.02 

November 

7.48 

June 

3.93 

December 

11.03 

Average  rainfall  per  year  since  1950  - 


1950 

90" 

1955 

58" 

1951 

80" 

1956 

70" 

1062 

62" 

19  -7 

88" 

1953 

76" 

1958 

69  " 

1954 

95" 

1959 

62" 
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The  sewage  disposal  works  was  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition  and  there  were  no  complaints  in  1959 » 

Public  Conveniences 


No  complaints,  and  recently  no  abus  es- were  made  regarding  the 
new  public  conveniences  at  the  Owain  Glyndwr  Institute.  Plans  were 
prepared  for  further  public  conveniences  at  the  Plas. 

The  Market  Hall  conveniences  were  closed  to  the  public,  the 
urinal  only  being  available. 

Slaughterhouse 

The  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  is  visited  almost  daily 
by  the  public  health  inspector  and  meat  from  here  is  sent  into  the 
Machynlleth  Rural  District,  the  Dolgelley  Rural  District  and  the 

Barmouth  Urban  District. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  have  such  good  coleagues  as  Mr.  Brooks 
Evans  and  Mrs.  Rosaline  Evans  and  they  are  always  willing  and  help- 
ful on  very  many  occasions. 

The  Clerk  and  Mr,  Powell  too  deserve  my  thanks  for  their 
assistance. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Council  is  anxious  about  the  health 
and  prosperity  of  the  town  end  the  Councillors  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  efforts  towards  making  Machynlleth  a pleasant,  healthly 
and  prosperous  town. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
AMELIA  EVANS. 
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Statistical  Survey 


1259 

1958 

Area  in  Acre- a 

1,183 

1,183 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  mid-year 

estimate) 

1,840 

1,810 

Rateable  Value 

£22,471 

£19,853 

Penny  product 

£82 

£78o8. lid. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

1939 

1958 

Male 

Female 

Total  Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  14 

8 

22  14 

17  31 

Illegitimate  1 

0 

1 0 

0 0 

Home  confinements 

j 

1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

For  Machynlleth 

12.50 

17.13 

For  Urban  areas  in  County 

15.21 

16,61 

For  Montgomeryshire 

15 .60 

16.05 

For  England  and  Wales 

16.50 

16.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per- 

cent  of  total  live  births 

4% 

0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Rate  - per  L:0C0  live  births  & still  bin 

ths 

For  Machynlleth 

0 

0 

For  Urban  areas  in  County 

25-2 

1.0 

For  Montgomeryshire 

27.8 

2.1 

For  England  and  Wales 

20,7 

2.1 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

0 

1 

Hate  per  1,000  live  births 

For  Machynlleth 

0 

32 

For  Urban  areas  in  County 

11 

24 

For  Montgomeryshire 

17 

25 

For  England  and  Wales 

22 

23 

DEATH  RATE  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female  Total 


Deaths  - all  causes 


12  17  29  12  13  25 
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DEATH  RATE  CONTINUED 

1959 

1953 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

For  Machynlleth 

15.76 

13  • 13 

For  Urban  areas  in  County 

14.51 

12  ® 22 

For  Montgomeryshire 

15.04 

12. 0 59 

For  England  and  Wales 

11®  6 

11,5 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

1959 

193;8 

Mai  e 

Female 

Total 

Mai,  e 

Female 

Total 

Age  in  years  - 

Under  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1-5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  - 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

35  - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  - 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

55  - 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

65  - 

8 

5 

13 

1 

2 

3 

75  - 

2 

7 

9 

4 

5 

9 

85  end  over 

0 

3 

3 

2 

3 

5 

ii> 

17 

29 

12 

13 

25 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  CONTIMTEJ) 


Other  infective  & parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm  - 
stomach 

lung  * br on  chu  s 

breast 

uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system 
Coronary  disease*  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the 

respiratory  system 
ulcer. of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis, 
diarrhoea 

JTophritis,  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth, 
abortion 

Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined 
diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 


1939  1958 


emale 

Total 

Mai  e 

Female 

Tot  al 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

1 

-L 

i 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

1 

1 

0 

i 

p 

o 

£... 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

2 

p 

0 

2 

2 

8 

n 

4 

6 

10 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

_L 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

- 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mai 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

o 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


Total 


12  17  29 


12 


13 


25 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  are  - 

Scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  acute  poliomyelitis , measles, 
diphtheria,  dysentery,  meningococcal  infections,  acute 
pneumonia,  smallpox,  acute  encephalitis,  enteric  fever, 
paratyphoid  fever,  erysipelas,  food  poisoning. 

During  the  year  two  esses  of  pneumonia  and  two  cases  of  whooping 
cough  -were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Two  names  were  put  on  the  register  in  1959. 

(1)  A woman  aged  25  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  moved  into 
this  district  early  in  the  year  and  moved  away  later  in 
the  year, 

(2)  A man  of  54-  years  wras  notified  as  a new  case  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis . 


Four  cases  were  removed  from  register. 

(1)  Was  a man  who  died  from  coronary  thrombosis  - he  had  been 
notified  in  1954-  when  he  was  65  as  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis . 

(2)  Due  to  recovery  - A boy  aged  5 in  1954-  when  notified  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

(3)  Due  to  recovery  - A girl  aged  13  in  1955  when  notified  with 
e ry  t h em  a-n  o du  sum . 

(4-)  Left  the  district  - Woman  of  25  years  who  moved  in,  earlier 
in  the  year. 

This  is  a summary  of  the  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  giving  the  year  notified  and  the  number  still  remaining  on  the 
register  notified  in  that  year  - 


Year  No. 


Year  No, 


1939  2 

194-5  1 

1 °d\&  2 

1949  2 

1950  2 

1951  5 

1952  1 


1953  4- 

1954-  2 

I.955  1 

1956  2 

1957  1 

1958  1 

1959  1 
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Total  25 


THE  GENERAL  PROVISION  FOE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


AMBULANCE 

The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  and  is 
responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Committee  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Committee.  Telephone  - Machynlleth  2179. 

SITTING  CAR  SERVICE 

All  enquiries  to  the  County  Health  Offices,  Newtown*  Telephone 
Newtown  205. 

CHILDREN’S  OFFICER 


This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council  under  the  terms 
of  the  Children’s  Act  1948.  The  Childrens  Officer  is  - 

Mr.  W.  E,  Jones, 

County  Offices, 

Welshpool.  Telephone  - Welshpool  3311. 

The  Children’s  reception  home  is  at  - 
12,  Bronwylfa, 

Welshpool.  Telephone  - Welshpool  3109 « 

DPMI  CILIARY  MIDWIFERY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

The  district  is  served  by  - 

Nurse  M.  Jones, 

2 Maglona  Villas, 

Machynlleth.  Telephone  - Machynlleth  2129. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

Miss  Eunice  Jones,  who  for  many  years  had  carried  out  the  duties 
of  health,  visiting  in  a most  conscientious  manner,  resigned  from  her 
appointment  in  November,  1959.  Her  successor  was  appointed  and  the 
new  health  visitor  will  take  up  duties  early  in  I960. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

_In  such  cases  as  elderly  people  living  in  their  own  homes,  home 
confinements  and  a number  of  other  types  of  cases,  home  help  is  often 
available  and  payment  depends  on  the  income  of  the  person  concerned. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE  CONT’D 


Eor  further  information  advice  can.  be  sought  from  the  home  help  super- 
visor, who  is  most  sympathetic  and  understanding  and  who  works  very 
hard,  especially  for  the  older  members  of  the  community.  To  herd 
elderly  people  together  in  a large  house,  however  well  run  and  however 
sympathetic  the  matron  may  be,  is  not  always  the  answer  for  some  old 
folk.  So  many  want  to  stay  in  their  own  homes  with  their  own  furni- 
ture around  them.  But  many  have  gone  past  being  able  to  care  for  them- 
selves and  it  is  in  this  connection  that  the  home  help  service  is,  to 
my  mind,  most  invaluable.  A home  help  need  go  in  for  a few  hours 
daily,  to  clean  up,  light  a fire  and  prepare  a meal.  The  home  help 
supervisor  can  be  contacted  at  the  County  Health  Offices,  Newtown* 
Telephone  - Newtown  205* 

CARE  OP  THE  AGED 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  local  home  established  for  the  care  of  the  aged  is  at 
N ewl ands , Ma  chyn 1 1 e th . 


HOSPITALS 


The  Machynlleth,  Corris  and  District  Hospital  is  controlled  by 
the  Mid-Wales  Hospital  Board  based  at  Aberystwyth.  It  has  medical, 
surgical  and  midwifery  beds. 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

A branch  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  at  the 
Cardiganshire  General  Hospital,  Aberystwyth under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  M.N.Vh  Sudds.  Telephone  - Aberystwyth  216. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  this  service  and  an  infant 
welfare  clinic  is  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Tuesdays  every  month 
in  the  afternoon  at  Doll  Street. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Dr.  G.  0.  Thomas,  the  Chest  Physician,  holds  a clinic  every  Wednesday 
at  Ho 00  a,m®  at  the  Chest  Hospital. 

During  1958  visits  of  the  mass  radiography  unit  to  Machynlleth 
was  made.,  but  this  was  discontinued  in  1959,  much  to  the  concern  of 
some  members  of  the  Council. 

The  service  was  discontinued  because  the  number  of  volunteers 
for  X-ray  did  not  warrant  future  visits.  It  v;as  also  thought  that 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CO.UT'D 


there  was  no  real  need  since  there  exi 
excellent  clinic  at  the  Chest  Hospital 


sted  in  Machynlleth  such  an 


Date  of  visit  of  Unit 


5.  2.58. 
19.  3.58. 
30.  4.58. 
11.  6.58. 

23.  7.58. 

24.  9.58. 
5.11.58. 

17.12.58. 


Total 


Vo  Inure  ers 


Ma.l  e 

female 

15 

20 

13 

16 

5 

9 

3 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

2 

2 

44 

64 

VACCINATION 

__  Y®?cination  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  by  the  local  general 
practitioners  and  at  the  infant  welfare  centre.  E 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  P 

_ Dr'0 section ^ against  whooping  cough  is  commenced  at  two  to  thr.** 
and  G9nsrSoS.  °Y  three  injections  at  monthly  intervals,  This 
is  j.  oil  owed  oy  two  injections  for  diphtheria  at  monthly  intervals"/ 

VACCINATION  AG-AINST  POLIQMYELITI S 

Txiiti  was  continued  throughout  the  year  in  the  a^e  ^rouo  to  P6 
years  and  the  response  in  Machynlleth  on  the  who'll  w£  ?easlnably 


SANITARY  circumstances  op  the  area 

meat  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 

the  year!  3Jl!;peotloa  was  regularly  carried  out  each  day  throughout 

, Q 0+.4?  mutual— aid  agreement  between  this  Council  and  Towyn  U n r 
is  still  m operation,  To  demonstrate  the  value  of  » h^=+. 

founUUL3'*- TSwy?  during  September  by  the  Machynlleth  P El'  m.  ’ ’ 
found  to  bo  indented  with  C.Bovis  aaf  appropriate  scHon  waltlken. 
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NSPECTION  CQNTTNTTVn , 


Analy 


3SS 


» ‘h  t 


Housing  defec 
Drainage  def e c b s 
Factories  & Workshops 
Nuisances 


12 

8 

3 

4 


Dumber  complied  with 

t oss 

Dumb  e r served 
RODENT  CONTROL 


Q 


to  an  infection  oFllequi  HSthlHL?obd?t1-ati.011  4 piS  heads  due 
ally  this  infection  is  jndistino-ui  shLtH  lyapn  nodes.  Macroscopic- 
^ diff6rentlated  - 

from  S^^^^^^^^^Paokai^^oodatuffa 
HOUSING  ACT  1959 

for  improvement  grants  Here  received  applioations 
Humber  approved 
Analyses  of*  above  - 
Discretionary  grants 
Standard  grants 
CERTIFICATES  OF  PT.qpr.PATw 
Humber  issued 

informal _ ic/ lulls 

Humber  issued 


7 

2 

Nil 


27 


Nil 


Agr i cttur e t' Hi sfcer  i e s 8M°pJoda3i^,»fflitt?d  t0  17,16  Mlrd-Strv  0f 

ss  a“a  looa,  in  November.  I960, 
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